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Secretary of Treasury McAdoo
Makes Personal Inspection

of Property Suggested.

reserves his decision

Chamber of Commerce Stands
inn for Extension of
Present Building.

I.very business orsanixat iqn was

represented yesterday at the hearing
be fore William McAdoo. Secretary
of the Treasury, on the question of lin-
provement i»f th<> Richmond postal
fael IiI les the selection of a. site
for an additional building. Tin. hear*
ing was in til- Federal liullding.
At the outset Secretary MeAduo an¬

num,c-d that he want-d t.. iit-ar no

sentiment..1 argument and none on real
<.stut. ti unsactionv The only nU'stion
'o be Cu.'llildei ed by him w.,: i}n* avail-
ability of the protest.- at ih.- corner
of Kleventh and Main Stre.-ts, f,,r
which an appropriation of i4>>.000 has
hecn mad*, or whether it would be
tnoro desirable to go .-Is.-where, either
to Soventh and Main Streets or to
l.lghth iimi Main, both of i )i|. !j lo-
."ilioiis lia<) been si.-d.

Mr. McAdoo listened to extensive ar.
guinent, one - Id favoring the selection
of the Blair property at Eleventh and
Main, and th- othei seeking to have a

.'.eparate liuildi.i^ ji,>tr>.. 11-< 1 on some
other site. The h<-.iriiin u.-,s completed
at .1' o'clock. The r.-st ..f the after¬
noon way >pi';11 \ tli. > ..ret:.ry and
A v !.tnt S ¦! e'at H> i on New ton and

o, tli- I'osl;»iii] Tr.-.-'j. iry
I >epart mei t.. i ,> vlewin; and . \ami.Mt f;

virion: sites u>; ne.-.t ed. . his
vis t »i»-r« Mr. McAdoo was entertained
at th- honi. Comptroller of the Vur-
'en.--. John Sheltoji Williatii
< ii \ >i ur.it or t iim >u;it« i: rou

i.\ iiamon or I'mn'r mti»,
Tho '.uslness organization* repre¬

sented at the hearing ... -re th-.- r'hnm-
b.-i of Commerc. rh?- IJ-tail M.-rrhtuUs'
Association, the liutdness Men's Club
ami the Dichmorid Cl.-arsng-llouhe \>.
soi-iatioii Mayor Ainsh- and

'

o-'her
Cltv officials were present
U T l'.e-d. pr.-fident or ih- fhait.bcr

Of < .omm.-rre. uraH 11.,- «.-lection of the
pi"per v nt Kl. venth and Main .Streets,
adjiK, lit to the Federal lluihllng. .say.
inn that h.« b-I:eved the postal facili¬
ties could the most he Improved by
the uc«iufslt lo.i of tiii.-i property. He
stated that h. did not believe that the
appr .;.» iatton of 1t ".O.iiitO imnle for the
purchase o( th. Illair property could

,!>* .' ' be ii t i..r. of .ny nt her
location ''oiut-.-Miim, MontaRu.- and
Senator Swat.son. he sad. had promised
ttuir .-oilcan u. s that if J ,iv appropri¬
ation wei e allow:-.! not hi tip further for
this district Wt> .jo i... ;4f>k,,, !OJ. |r]m
bei of ..ear.;.

I»r. r;cf !L:. Itoss. speaking ,lS,
th. purchase of the Itlalr propcrtv
uracil that it would he a physical mj-
possibility to put toe basement of he
post - of!.-, holding ;n sanitnrv .'.111(1).

s Thomas Krmett. the
Hlchmoiul pt:hlic school system. .,m.t-

,l or" " report made i» him -i nd
" "" i' vv ,« appr >v Mr. f.eorisi lieu
Johnston, snid that th- iinchroom in

?l" -fit. Federal I'.uihlinur
Was ahsolnt. U tji. 11<.. 1 for w.v

>i11.r.i:it iMtKM-'.vrs i'i:rrrM>\
run i p i ow \

'. Miller, eh.11 rma n of th. Cit i/..-n.v*
< .omiiiittf... said ti.at he had a peti¬
tion signed i>\ 1.100 citlz. n.i, nearly
l*M> «{ whom are members of :the

. hamher 'omiiii r.-e, ]|, did m.t
1 hi" h tJiat^ 11..- present sit. i-ouhl he
arranged for a proper post-olllee. and
that, even if the addition w,-,-,- lliade
i: would 1... only a few years when

hnioiid would outerown the
""" e "e was decided 1 y favor ((f
1'a inn tlie selection of a sit.- to the
oili.iais ..f the l-osfflliee Department.

'."v I '. nl>.di, iormer postmaster.
. x pre. sed : lie opinion tint the present
site of tli.- post-or'ire was the most
desirable of any that had h.-en xuk-
pi;:.-.'. and that it was particularly
convenient to the railroads, to the
banks and t.. industry in general lie
was asked by Secretary McAdoo
whether he thouirht this to he the
only .onvenieni site Mr. Cabell said
that he did not think so. but that he
did think this t,. l.e better than anv
other site that had been siiKKexted.
ONI.I Itl.OCK (dVIMi

roS'l'-OI-'l-'ifi.; It I'ltONTs
Tin present site. Mr. Cabell said, is

lint without its disadvantages, hut he
pointed out that the block is the onlv
"lie in this part of the eit.v that would
afford four fronts for a post-office. If
an annex be coustrueted on the site
adjoinimr the post-olllee building. Mr.
i abell sa id. all tin- incoming mr.il can
be delivered on liank Street ltv -nv-
hy eonveyanees the mall eat. be sent
down to the proper rooms on the first
l!oor lor local distribution and for «he
outuoimr wanons 11., Sllj(l ,h;i, ,hjs
plan would Kive live times the Moor
spic now available. When he ,«t-
Iemoted to prove objections to the sun-
tested site at Seventh and Main Streets
Mr. McAdoo said that experts of (he
department would determine the .pies
tion is lo the most suitable site
John c. kasley oITered argument in

favor of the Kleventh and .Main Streets
site, and Ilobert !.;. Manill. secretary-
treasurer of the Presbyterian Comm«'t-
tee of Publication, said that he was
willing to leave the question to titc
decision of the I'ost-Ofllce Department
ofllcials. O. A. Hawkins followed in
Mr. MafTiir.s strain. Kceommendations
of a site at Fifteenth and Main Streets
adjoining Main Street Station, were
made hv l.eftoy Drown and M. ,j. Ful¬
ton. Colonel Thomas D. MeAdams spoke
lr. favor of extension of the present
,poat-onico building'.

Secretary McAdoo's decision will be
announeed from Washington.

Ford Is Not Wanted
on English Shores

Government' * I; difference Such
as to A mil Neither Recogni¬

tion ntr Interference.

LONDON, December 14.-The steamer
Oscar II., which lias on hoard Henry
Ford and his peace advocates, lui.s not
been reported. It is learned in official
circles, however, that it is hardly likely
that the steamer, which is destined for
Kristiania, will he taken into Kirk¬
wall It is believed that the Oscar II.
has no cargo aboard, ami. following the
policy outlirieil recently b> Lord Hubert
Cecil. I tider-Hecretary for Foreign Af-
f.iiis lc tlie House of Commons. thatthe government will hardlv tal.e anyStops Which Will bring the ;,a.s»en«ra
any nearer the Knglish coast than
I* rancr.
Th. government views the enterpriseof Mr. Ford with .in indifference which

admits neither of recognition nor of
interference, which uiiicinl circle. be¬
lieve «;U, |10 followed with the greatest
advantage by keeping the Ford partvfrom Knglish shores.
An l'»\<*ha *1K .- Telegraph Companydispatch from Zurich, Switzerland, saysthat local pacifists have asked Hermanv

to permit the Kurd peace advocates to
reach Switzerland b\ way of Uermany
without passports or any formality, in

111«tt they may co-operate with
the peace colony there.

HE HEARS BOTH SIDES
I*r^Kl.l«.ni \\ l|....i v.". llrlt-lfflllimN

friiin Women \\ |,. Wnnt lo vote
fintl Tlione \\ ho Ilnn't.

\\ A SI 11 N't ;t< i.N*. Ii-cembei ll.--I.5oth
side- of the won ill suffrage question
'A«-ie presented to-day to President
Wilson. a delegation from the Na¬
tional Association opposed to Woman
Suffrage thanked him for his an¬
nounced opposition t., ;t Federal <on-
stitut ioiiai aineiidm-nt enfranehiffin.
women, and delegates: to "the annua)
t.eetint; of tjie National American
Woman Suffrage Association risked him
to present s ich a pelitiun. and a*ked
his assistance to have it indorsed in
the next I democratic platform.

I lie President did not commit him¬
self further, lie said nothing to the
women opposed to suffrage. To the
suffragists he e.\pl*ined that he already
had under consideration a request that
he change his original position in op¬
position to the Federal amendment.
More than 1/tOO women shook hands

with the President during the day, tho
suffragists numbering SCO and their
opponents 200. In contrast to previous
similar demonstrations at the White
House, neither delegation to-day car¬
ried banners or was headed by a band.

I'r. A una Howard Shaw, president
of tlie National American Woman Suf¬
frage Association, in presenting her
delegation to the President, thank, d
him for voting for the cause in .V w
J ersey.

Mrs. Arthur M. Dodge. president of
th» National Association Opp< sed to
Woman Suffrage, made one of the
briefest addr."*s.w heard by the presi¬
dent since he enterrd office, thanking
him for opposing Federal action »»n
woman suTrage in the past and for
receiving tlie delegation.

WORST IN MANY YEARS
Storm I'nrill.vy.ex Trntllc anil I.chxcm

Miis« of Tnngleil W Iri'K In
It* Wake.

NI'W YOKK. Pecemiier 14 . Hail-
roads of New York and New Hncrland
were struggling to-night to release
themselves from the grip of the rlrst
severe storm of the season. Fallen
wires made the task difficult, but
small armies of linemen had been :it
work, and it was hoped that some
regular schedules could be restored to¬
morrow.

Paralvsis of traffic on the New York.
New Haven and llartford has been only
oartlv relieved, but the New York Cen¬
tral reported it had accounted for all
its trains
Four deaths, indirectly due to the

storm, have been reported thus far,
three in New Jersey and one in this
cit v.

The storm in New Jersey was the
worst in many years, and many com¬
munities still were cut off to-night from
the rest of tlie world, and schools were
closed because of impassable roads.
Similar conditions were reported from
Central New Vork.

NOT MEDDLING IN MEXICO
Merlin Shjh Its llnnd* Arc <leiin *o

Knr us \r\v It evolution In
Concerned.

P.KHIjIN. Pec< mber II (by wireless
'«> Savville)..The Overseas News'
Agency says:
"omolal circles here disclaim any

connection with activities of so-called
Herman rgents who, according to'
American and Knglish press reports,
are said to have tried to foment a new
revolution in Mexico.
"The Herman government, following!

the lead of the United States, more
than a month ago authorized the rjer-
man minister to Mexico to recognize
<'*arratiT'i as the head of the govern-
ment

"PUT UP" TO VON PAPEN
Military Attache Wiin Asked to 1'nss on

Price Paid for Destruction of
Plantn.

SAN* FHANCfrCO. December 1-1..Thei
name of Franz von Papon, recalled
fierman military attache of the Cur-
man embassy at Washington. was!
brought into thev. government's inves¬
tigation of alleged bomb plots here to-jday. Federal officials said telegrams inj
the government's possession showed
that the subject of the price *o be
paid for the destruction of an explosive;
plant at Pinole, Cal., was "put up" to1
Von Pa pen.

CHICAGO LIDS
G. 0. P. CONVENTION

Date Is One Week in Advancc of
St. Louis Meeting of

Democrats.

PARTY TAKES OFFENSIVE

Leaders Plan to Carry Battle to
Political Enemies Now

in Power.

\\ ASIII.ViiTOX, December It..f'hi-
ca^ro was selected by t ho Republican
N;itional » 'ommittc" to-niuht .is the

nieetliit? place ,,f the I'.Hrt Republ can

Nation;) 1 Convention, to be held Jmioj
7, on** week In'fui i '!.<> IX'iniitTiitli:
convention in St. Louis.

I he vote stood: «"lii. rtjiI!! San
I' rancisco, i>; Louis. 7 Phila¬
delphia,

t Ii« i in tin it.. tlx date was

<1'-."i. 1 njiot A<!\ <n'.'tt. s of .in carl v
convention at^ii..(l tlitit t.o-.v was the
time for t i.. li.-puM i.-ai, i,arty to t ike
the offensive u'.i its political
¦ i . mi" s wiiho;- r.-uard to the anci. t:t
custom of a I low in i; t *... party in power
to if.c.-t i;i . a 11.1 announce it'. <-rin«li-
. laics' .111. I p 1 atform
I'll-IIT I'HK < unm.ntiiin

».!««»\ i :s o\i:-mdi-:d
1!i" !uht for t!;. convention prove«l

to i..- more on«-yi«|.-.| than friends i.f
tin cities which |,,st |.. ||e\«.,i it would
be. I tut 11 fa. t that t lie I >omoer."> is
mcfct ii St I.on;.- «>n June n. ami that
many thousands who will attend the
Democratic .invention had made re¬
servations" at M'VCIiil hotels utldouht .

edly had it.- influ- n«-,. aualnst St. Louis
after the committee nad decided ui on

(.Iune . his the dat.. San Francisco made
a .- 11 on tr showing. but the com bin .t-oi;
between St. Louis. San Francisco and
Philadelphia, talked of yesterda> failed
to tnnie'ia liz* It would have made no
difference, f..i Oilcaiio hr-d a majority
over a!).

Representative .1. Hampton Moor:
niade tl .. j. i in< :pa 1 argument for
Philadelphia: !|.-nr\ I:. kathl.one and
Mayor Thompson tor Chicago; Repre¬
sentative Julius Kalin for San Fran-
cisco, and Fx-Mayor . I'. Walhridtie
for St. Louis. An-: the vo^e wa.-
taken the contest apparent]} was for¬
gotten. and all sides went to work on
campaign plans, livery one of the four
cities had its check ready, and before
the ballot was taken t I.ait man iil'lrs
held paper worth ? I mi.ijijO, All w as re¬
turned except the JIr«o,(»00 from t.'hi-
CHItO.
The committee oiliclally took no .-oii-

nUauce candidate* although the
lobb\ .if tin- iyt. I w her. the meetings
Were held was prett\ well filled With
Republican* who It v.- hVeii mentioned
:-s p.. si !. titial po- *il.iliti< .* and tl.lr
support-is. About 0< i. «,t tlu deb -

Kate* to th. convention are to he
choscr. at plimar:o. and b> |J... time
most of th.se elections' ate held tip'
leaders expect t.. have a good line of
what tii. different States think of can¬
didates.
< IIMItMW Hlt.l,l> < HMItMW

ok vitt: \ \«;i-:mk\ i> < i)>i mi I 'l l:r.
"lie Of the hist !!»|||VS dolu by the

committee to-day was th selection «.f
a committee on ii-rsnaciiK'Hts w hi. li
will select a temporary chairman of
the convention and name some
its important temporary ¦...nmiute.-j.
Chairman Utiles i.-; head of tin ,ir-

rati'^f tnents committee and th-- other
m--tubers are Ralph F William.- of
"reu'oii; Franklin Murphy. of New ,l.-r-j
sey: iv «Inincan. of North Catoln-:;
!. red \\ Ks tatsrook. <>l New llampshii ..

Fred Stanley, of Kansas City; i'hatl-s
IJ. Warren, of Michigan: Alvali 11 .Mar-
tin. of \ irginia: James It. 'Soodrich, of'
Indiana; Thomas K N.-idiiimiia'is, of
St. Louis, and John T. Adams, of Iowa.
The committee will meet . itiii r in
New Vork or in Chieauo in a few days
to lay out its preliminary plans.
ADOPT*. IIIMll.I I'lllN

*ro i*iti:\ i-:\t t si-: «»|.' piiomks
Th" coinmittee adopted a resolution

desiuaed to prevent use of proxies at'
future meetings of the committee, ..x-j
cpt when the pi\ei of the proxy is
ill. out of the city when the tneetiuu
is to In- held. >>r a member from some'
territory outside tie continental lim- j
its of the I'nited States.
Th commit lee ijrve an hour in the

afternoon t<> proponents and oppo-
nent* of woman rnft'raire. Applause
and lauishter nr. .-ted .. 11 the speakers.;

1 >r Anna Howard Shaw asked thati
the Itepuhlicau platform of litltl car¬

ry i plank promising a Federal suf-
fraire aniendment. and Miss Frances'
Jolliffe, of t 'a li for li ia. and Mrs Sara
Hard Field, of ' >r< i;on "I the t'onirres-1
sional t'nion lor Woman Suffr.'tre.
served notice that there were ].<><>..,_
nop women voters tc the West whose;
votes were worth celling and could
be ha.I If the Itepuhlicau partv would
put such a plank 'n it* platform. Mrs.
A. J. 'leo'i'e was spokesman for the!
a ntisuffracists

JAPAN ISSUES DENIAL
Toliyo 1 >ls.-l 111 111S it e.H|Hins|PHI(y fjtr ®

Present lte\olntlouar.v AetlvRlew
in t'lilnn,

rsp.-.-'-'t to The Times-Dispatch I
WAS 11 INt !Tt >N, I >eceiiii»er II. A ^b--

nial of reports that Japan is respon¬
sible in any way fur the revolutionary
activities in China is contained in a
statement issued by the Japanese em-
*>nssy here to-ni'tht with the authority'
of tlie l-'oreitrn oillce at Tokyo. >

It is stated that the imputations may
have arisen from Japan's participation1
In the advice to t'hinii by the entente
powers to defer any change in the form1
of government at this time lost "one
more disturbing element be added to'
the already complicated world slttia-'
ion."
Specific denial is minb; that Japan!

has furnished cither armament or .as¬

sistance to the revolutionary elements,
and that Japan is the base of activities
by Sun Vat Sen.

Super-Dreadnoughts of California
Type Most Nearly Approach

American Ideal.

DANIELS SUBMITS REPORT

His Reply to Congress Is Based
on Information Gained From

European War.

WASHINGTON, December 1?.- Super--
Dreadnought.'; of the California class.)
displacing :SJ,l'0o tons. an declared to'

i«'pr« .->nt tin- high-w..ter mark in i he
size of Am-rlcan bat tleships. In a

stat' mi lit presented to «"oiiy i < «-?. by
Seeretary Daniel.-.

"It would t>i* unwise,' the .V t;i l< ment
says. "t-i build Dreadnoughts so large
that t hi-y . vi lit not i-asily |<a>>- through
tin- I'a'i.iina '"anal. It. is also believed!
that, tu view nt the increased efficiency
<>!' thi- torpedo. tlw vi-rv extensive use
11 mine? and tlf bun,lis fi .;i¦ aircraft,
it is decidedly battel" to Ini.-i-asi' the
tight itiK units in numbers l ather than
in size, the hinli-water mark in size
ha\ iny been reached in vessels uf the
California class."
The statement was submitted to Con¬

gress in response to a requirement of
the last naval appropriation bill that
Congress be furnished with a report of
"building four warships ut' the type,
power an'l speed wiiii-h, in bis (the
secretary's) judgment based on knowl-.
edge gained from th.- prevailing war
in Kurope, are best suited for war on
tb- Sell."
\ I'I'A It K.\ TIj V IIKI.M.S

I.OMi l>i:ilATf; 'I'M i l.OSE
in bis reply, Mr. Daniels apparently'

brings to « <-lose tin- debate which lias
been agitating tile Navy Department
for man?- weeks as to the genernt
characteristic's of tin- lirst battleships,
to l,i- recommended under the admin-|
istralion's five-year-building plan. Ten¬
tative plans for a :iG.'»00-ton ship,
armed with sixteen-inch or perhaps
seventern-inch guns, have been dis¬
cussed. Many ollicers believe the pres¬
ent sixteen-inch, .lo-calibre weapons of
th-.- California and Arizona to be ample'
since ill-.' ships will carry a dozen of
these atrainsi teti, at least, of the other
wi-i'.poi'.--. There alt- oflicials. however,
who believi- tiie fourteeit-inch rifle
completed and tested last year with'
satisfactory results should no on the
new ships, and still others argue for
a seventeen-inch kud.

in answering tiie question propound¬
ed by i.'ongress. the secretary declares
the super-Dreadnought is the most efli-
cient weapon, ship for ship, in any
navy. lie serves warning, however.
that a lleet composed exclusively of
Dreadnoughts must meet defeat at the'
hand* of .i better balanced organisation;
properly equipped with battle cruisers,
scouting craft ami submarine?.
The prime military characteristics to

b- ib t"i niiiied. the statement says, are;
the offensive power of a ship, as ex-'
pressed by guns. torpedoes, etc.. and
defensive power, expressed in terms of.
power or of cruising radius.
Ml < It OK IM-'Oim ATIO.N

OK ( (IM'IIIKNTI VI. N ATI UK
"Much of tiie department's informa¬

tion." continues the statement, "in re¬

gard to the details affect'ing the ettici-.
ency of belligerent ships is in the!
form f>f confidential reports, which it!
would lie contrary t'« the public inter-1
ests to make public in any way. There!
arc, however, several conclusions which
can be laid down.

"Tiie lirst and most important lesson
is that the P.ritish grand tleet, com-,
posed, not only of Iireadnoughts and
super-Dreadnoughts. but also of battle
cruisers. light cruisers, destroyers, sub¬
marines and auxiliaries, has to date,
maintained command of the sea. It is
further known that, despite the efforts
of submarines and other minor craft,
the losses of this fleet have not been,
serious.
"Another notable f was brought

out b> the statement of the First l.ord
. >f the Admiralty to Parliament in No¬
vember. 1 !. 1 I. that by the end of I!iir»
there would have been added to the
tleet. thirteen capital ships, together:
with a corresponding and adequate'
number ot vessels of other types. All,
of tins indicates conclusively that the
command of the sea. with tiie at\c4idant
security of the shores of a country
exercising that command, rests with the
power possessing ships which in the
aggregate have a preponderance In the
prime military characteristics ennuie-i
rated above.
stM'A l.I.KP "IIIIIOADMircier

\kahia aimmioaoiks idkai.
"< if present and practicable types of

vessels, the so-called "Dreadnought"
most nearly appieac'ims the ideal aimed
at in the clause of the last naval ap¬
propriation net. It is necessary to
qualify this answer, however, for it
cannot he said, and it is not believed,
that the prevailing war in Kurope has
demonstrated that a tleet composed of
any othei' single type of vessels of
. raeticabb- dimensions would or could;
be successful against a properly bal-i
anced Meet."
Congress asked also for a report on

the naval value of aircraft, and. after!
a long discussion setting forth the need
of battle cruisers in the navy, tiie $«.«»-
..Mary says of aeroplanes, dirigibles and!
balloons:
"My conclusions are that ail these

types of alrcrifr, each in its particular'
lleid, have demonstrated their uii-j
doubled value for observation and
scouting purposes. It is regretted that
iu this, as In other subjects pertaining
to tiie lessons of the prevailing Eu¬
ropean war. the greater part of tiie
department's information is In the form
of confidential reports."

ROHXI) TltlP CHRISTMAS TICRKTS, '

Via Norfolk nnd Western Hallway.
.Will go on nhIo'December 17 to 20. Inclu¬
sive. K<iod until Junuury 10, 191G.

NOTE OF PROTEST
IS SENT TO FRANCE

It Is Couched in Friendly Terms,
but Tenor Is Very

Emphatic.

WILSON FULLY APPROVES

Seizure of Germans and Aus-
trians From American Ships

Denounced.

WASHINGTON*. I >ecember II.- Hip
United States government to-day cab'ed
Amliiissailor Kliurp at l'iirls for preson-
liition to the French KureiKii oilice a

note viKorously protesting against the
removal by the French cruiser Des-
cartcH of six t>ermans ami Austrians
from the American steamships CaroP-ia.
I'lijinio and San .1 uan. Immediate re¬

lease of tiie nu n is asked on the ground
that the seizure of citizen* of a, na¬

tion from an American vessel on the
high seas is without legal justliication
and constitutes ;i Haw ran I violation of
American rights.
The note was dispatfch' «' by Secio-

tary Lansing with the full approval
of President Wilson. It also is under-'
stood to have been rtiscussed b\ the
President with his Cabinet at to-day's
meeting.
rot < ill-; IJ IN KKIKMM.t

TKItMSi HI T K.MI'II ATlfj
Couched in friendly terms, the com-jmunication states the American po'-ntj

of view emphatically and cites pro-Jcedents employed in the case of August;
Piepenbrink, a Herman, who was re-1
moved from the American ship Wind-'
born by the French cruiser i.'onde in
November of last year and released:
after representations by the United'
States.

Attention is directed to the f»»ct that
tin* men removed from the ships werejnot embodied in the "armed forces of;
the enemy," as that term is used in
the Declaration of London. It is is--;sorted, however, that there is no justi-
Mention for the removal of subjects off
a nation which is an enemy of France
from an American vessel on the high
seas bound to a neutral port, even if
they could properly be regarded as|military persons.
POINTS TO III 1.I-; MOT

II \ KOUKH.V MIMM'CU
To support this position it is un¬

derstood that the note points to the
rule set by the French Minister of
Foreign Affairs in a note sent during
the Civil War to the French minister!
to the United States in regard to the',
removal of the Confederate commis¬
sioners, Mason and Slidell, from the'
steamship Trent. This note, con-jsidered especially ipplicahle lo ihe'
present situation, said:
"She (the Trent) was currying her!

cargo aril her passengers to a neu¬
tral country, anil, moreover, she had
taken them on in a neutral port. It"
it were admissible that under such
conditions the neutral Hag did not com-jpletcly cover the persons and mer-i
chandise which it was transporting, its
immunity would no longer he anything'
but an empty word: at any time the
commerce and navigation of third
powers would have to suffer from their
harmless, or even indirect, relations!
with one or the other of the bellig-i
erents; the latter would no longer be!
entitled merely to require entire im-jpartiality of a neutral ami to forbid)
him from interfering in any way in'
the hostilities, hut they would place on
his freedom of commerce and navigu-|
tioa restrictions, the lawfulness oft
which modern international law ha.";
refused to admit."
The text of the American note, which1

is said to be brief, probably will |»e
made public when word of its delivery
to the French Foreign Ofllce i re-jceived.
dkimiitmi:vr ofkiciai.s

HVI'HCT l-'lt A\« i: TO CONTKVl"'
Ollicials of the State Department :tp-i

parentis think the French goveri meat|
may see lit to contest the contentions!
of tin- United States, and that the men
will not he released until further com-,
inunica t ions luive passed between tiie'
two governments. This opinion isi
hascd on the assumption that the com -.

mander of the Descartes was acting in!
accordance with instructions.
The French ambassador here is t»e-

Sieved to have been advised of the in¬
tentions of the United States d'iring aj
conference held late yesterday with
Secretary Lansing.

BARRED FROM HOUSE
(Mi Objection of I'iiki*. Silll'rauUlx Are'

Hefuxed Permission to AddrcNM
Heprr*rii«iitl von.

WASHINGTON.. December. I 4...»n
objection of ltepresonlative Pan. of
North Carolina, permission to address j
the House was denied to-day to MIsh;
Francis JollitTe, of California, and Mrs. j
Sara third Field, of t M rgon. who re-j
ceiitlv drove a motor car here from
th«- l'aritlc Coast with a huge suffrage j
petition for a constitutional a mend - jment.
Kepresentative Nolan, of California,,

had asked the House to permit them
to speak for twenty minutes after ad¬
journment. 4> i

MAY DISPLACE JUSTICES
Hill Would <.l»o President I'hwit lo,

Appoint SiibNtltutes for Those Who
llcfiixr to llrllrc.

WASHINGTON, December H.- The!
Senate Judiciary Committee to-day re-jported favorably the hill to empower
Ihe President to Yippoint substitute]
Judges for Federal, district or circuit
Jlidges seventy years or more of age
who fail to retire after ten years'
service.
The bill in being pressed as a form

to displace Incapacitated Justices who
refuse to retire.

British and French
Continue Retreat

AMI TI-: of iiriilrNt Ims been for-
unrilril li> Hie ( 1114Mtltrx to

l-'rmiee eoni-ernine the renin i III from
(lit- \ mrricnii Mli'iiiiH'ro t iirolimi.
I 0:11110 11111I Sim J1111 ii lo I In- I-'reneli
cruiser Drsi'iirli'i of «l\ t.erniiuis
mill \iistrl.mis.

Hritish mill I'relic Ii (roups arc still
.notliiu buck toivnril Snbiiiikl. «lille
tin- Unitarians mill \ ns t rill lis nrc

eon 111111 ins; their priiuress against
tin* Mini li'iii'K rlns mill Srrliltuis.
Ilcrlln is sulil to linvr iHUril- llrri'iT
whether tin* ni'n facilities t Ii 111
i'oii 111 ry Ii 11 s kIii'h tin* rntrnti'
forces lime compromised liri'rk lit 11-

t rill I ly in any iiui.

On tin- 1111 ss I ii it fronts Nftirrrly
mil liuli t i nix is In progress. while <111

the A us t ro-11111 Inn line the III.linns
nuiiiii lime limiiKht t.nrl/ln muter
the lire of their artillery, mill linn®
11inlie Infniitry attacks on several
other sectors. The Vnstrlmis lire

persistently iilisiveriiiu Hie Itnllmi
Hiins Irom (Oiri/.la.

'There lull lieen eniisiilernhle nrtil-
lerj activity on the Onlllpoli Pr-
ii i 11 Mil I ti. mill the Turks f I ii I ii i Unit
netir Neililul Ilnlir tin nilleil attack
mix broken n|i 11 nil (he foree com-
lielleil 10 retrent to the trenches
nitli urent losses.

FURTHER LIGHT THROWN
ON PREPAREDNESS PLAN

War I>»*|>jiifmcMit Submits lis Ksti-
lnutes til* Money Needed for

Coastal Defense.

GltKAT I'OKT AT < AIM'. HKNltV

Hightecu ICniplacements Are to He
1 In ill in Virginia Waters, and
Kveiitually Kixteeii-lneli Guns Will
Protect Kntrance of Chesapeake.
W ASH/ x t; TO X. December 11..

1* urther liniu. was thrown 011 the scope
i>f the administration's ilefen.se plans
to-da\ when the War Department's
estimates for coast defenses during the
coming year were submitted to the
military committees of Congress in
the form of a preliminary ilraft of
the fortmcaliuns appropriation bill,
carrying a total of aofi.123 fov all
purposes, including the maintenance
and increase of permanent works in
the Hawaiian and Philippine Islands

I'.st imatcH fop the Panama Canal,
which will fall timid- the canal gov¬
ernment. will add another $tii)n,oflA to
tiiis sum. and, in addition, the War
Department asks attihority to make
con! iniiint; contract.- during the > eat-
to a total of more than HO.ftrtO.OOO for
mobile and coast artillery and ammuni¬
tion. the appropriations to be made
next year. The hill last year granted
such authority to thy extent of S3 irt.000.
eovering contracts for mobile artillery.
Held puns, siege guns. mountain guns
and howitzers only.
t API-: IIKMtV IS «>M.\

siM-:t ii-ii:ij iMtt>.ii-:«"r
I . nulne. riny work to be done 011

new fo'-titlcations the department asks
lor J.,.::i;:i I'im. u,,. rt"iy soccitled pro-Jiects being that at f'tipft Henry, where!
it is indicaled eiirhtcen gun emplace¬
ments arc to l.e built, and where Iiur*
si v t e.-n inch w tre-wouinl guns event-!
unlli are to he installed with the1
necessary smaller weapons. In another!
section of Hie i.ill is an estimate of1
Slii.flnf) in smi wire alone, to be used
In the first of these gigantic weapons
to be manufactured by the government!
itself for all its major fortifications,
While no details are revealed in the
,,m- 11 ^ shown that definite plans!
have been made for all the contem-i
plated sixtecii-inch I .:» 11 erie.s. which lt,|is understood will be added to the de-1
fenses of x.-w York and other im-|
Moi-t :> nt ha rbors.

Kstlm.ites for JiHs.ihirt are presented
to complete the work of moderni/.iiuf!
the present twelve-inch batteries by
raising t heir elevation and increasing
I heir r.-ini_-e.
*1 m * n\i:its i:\im-.h 1 ui:\ts

l-'Olt t 0\S'| \|, 1) 1-:I-*I-; > s |.*
l-'or new cans, either tlebl or Sea-|

coast, and for ammunition to be pur-1
"based immediate!>. Jfi 'Oll.nd.t j.s ashed
1 nder these provisions come the -xpe-f-j
mints 11011 in progress to delertnlne|
I"'" hie unns can be inoioit-d on motor:
cars or railroad trains and moved alougi
the coasts to points of danger They!
also embrace ex peri met. ;a | work withj
lieu types of held, siege ami mountain
'irtilleri. 1

.An indication of the preparedness
Planned is shown by the fact that
» Htm is asked foi fuibca 1 i'.ier uuns
and atifmunition to carry out training
in marksmanship next veai*. in addi-
. ion to the work with full charges.
The ap|.i opri:itions sotiirht cover new

Plan- for submarine mines and torpedo
stations, as well as for the pur. h ise
of the Hammond radio.dvnamh' torpedo.;
for which 5!>.!T.imii) is asked

TO EXTEND EMERGENCY TAX
<.«mmltfee. I.y Strict Party \ ofe. lie-

ports l-'n vo rniil > I .en tier Kitchlii'n
llesoln t inn.

W ASH I X<»T« »X. December 14 .The
House Ways and Means t'ommittcc, hi
a strict party vote, to-night reported
favorably Majority Leader Kitcliin's
resolution to extend the emergency tax
law to Oecember 111. P.1I1;.

Tlie resolution will lie reported «o
morrow and voted on Thursday. Mr.
Kilchiu said to.night he did tun ex-j
peel more than four Democratic- votes
in opposition.

TIIK "CITY flK RICHMOND."
;i new ami pnlatl.il steamer afT'inllm; a <!«i-
IlKhtful over-niKht trip 1.1 tl.\ <,T1 MOit K via
\'.irk Itlier l.lni;. I'hoiic Matltioa ^'72.

NEXT BIG BATTLE
WILL BE FOUGHT
ON GRECIAN SOIL

Hellenic King: Fails to Save
His Country From Hor¬

rors of War.

VICTORIOUS TEUTONS
ARE PURSUING ALLIES

Already Bulgarian Forces Have
Crossed Frontier, Following

Franco-British Armies.

GliHKCK IN" II.\ III) POSITION'

Speedy Action hy Ciei'tiiuny Fore¬
shadowed by Note to

Athens.

I.' >.VD< ».N". December It..The next
battle. in all probability, will be fought
in Greece, despite the efforts of tho
Hellenic Kin~ ami suvcriimcnt to save

their country from the horrors of wur.
I lie 1 -t it'.sh and French furrcs havo

made their retirement down the
X ardar valley, and are now approach-
ing Salonlki, where re-cnforocmen ts
.ire being landed, while reports re-

eeived in Paris and Koine say that the
I>11 brari;»ns have crossed the Greek
frontier in pursuit. The reports of
such notion by the Unitarians coma
somewhat as a surprise, as it had l.een
believed that such a move by thom
would provoke the Greeks, and that
consequently, if the entente allies aru
followed at all. the task would be
allotted t-> the Austrians and Germans.
sitpatio.\ comim.icatmd

nv HHtllUST OK OKIt.MANY
Greece's position diplomatically has

been complicated by Germany's request
asking the Greek Cabinet if it does
not look upon the encroachment of her
territory by the entente allies as a
breach of neutrality, and this inquiry

lis intended to foreshadow German par¬

ticipation in the pursuit. However, it
is not believed here that the Germans
have many troops in that part of the
Balkans. their main forces having been
diverted to Itustcbuk when a retreat
into Bulgaria seemed likely. There-
fore, the entente allies for the present
only, have to fear the. Bulgarians, as
the Austrians arc still occupied in Mon-

j tonegro and Albania, where the Man.
tenegrins and Serbians are keeping up
a stubborn resistance. It lias again
been reported that tho Italians have
landed an army on the Albanian coast
to go to the assistance of the Serbs
'and Montenegrins.

There linn been more lighting on the
Gailipoli Ponlmnila. The Turks here
claim to have repulsed an attack
against their left 'wing at Seddul Halir.

Previous reports of casualties the
Turks inflicted on the British when
the latter retired down the Tigris
Ki\cr are declared in private iuforma-
tion now reaching London to have been
exaggerated. For example, the three
vess.-ls which they captured turned

lout to have iieen a tugboat and two
barges.

iSTII.I, ll \ 1IMi:itl\<. AWAY
AT At STItlAX POSITIONS

The Italians are still hammering
jawaj at the Austrian positions around
Gorizia. The town of Gori/.in itself
has ngain been bombarded. Austrian
oflicers who have, been through many
big battles on the eastern front do-
scribe the Italian artillery lire as more
terrlile and continuous than any they
have previously experienced.
The appointment of General Sir

Horace Smith-I >orrien to the supreme
com ma nd of the forces operating in
Kast Africa means that the Pritish arc

taking steps in an endeavor to clear
the Germans out of the only colony
that remains to them, except a small
part of the Kameruns. The Germans
ire in strong force in Kast Africa, but
General Smith-Dorrlen, with the army
that is being raised in South Africa,
and with the troops that are already
there and those going from home,
hopes to Complete his new )ul> in short
order. The commander, like the nun
under him. Is experienced in African
w a r fa re.

KM ITII-l)Olt It I K.Y ItKI.Kl.ATKI)
TO lilt ITIMi MAST A Kit It A

I Special i nblt' to The Times-1 Mspateh. ]
lii INI 'UN', December 14..General Sir

Horace Smith-1 >orrieji, hero of tho
I'oet War and of the battl of the
.Maine, who was credited by Sir John
French with having .saved the left wing
of th. allied army when the Germans
were pushing it back upon Paris, li.ts
been appointed commander-in-chief of
the British forces in Kast Africa. Tho
announcement was made bv l-ndor-
Secreta rv Tt 1111 a 111 in the House of
Commons to-day.
When General Sinith-Dorrlen was re-

called from France last .June it was
uiuored that he had been concerned in

the reported breach between Sir John
I- reitrh and l.ord Kitchener. In ,\i>-
vembei it was reported that he was
to receive a "high appointment"; in
other words, a promotion.
Whether his friends will consider

relegut ion to British Kast Africa a real
promotion, even though he is to be hi
supreme command there, remains to ba
seen.

siiii'-im itctiASK mi.i.
WITH lilt A W.V K!tt> >1 ('II A 1! lll.lt

PA IMS, December It -The bill au¬
thorizing the ..stc.te to i>urehase a mer¬
chant tleet *? f lifty .ships from a Brit¬
ish tirm has been withdraw^ from the
Chamber of Deputies, according to tho
newspaper l.ili>rtc. Tho measure has
been strongly criticized as both uwe-
less for the purpose designated and tvo
costly.


